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UM TO HONOR DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AT HOMECOMING 
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana will honor six outstanding alumni at an 
awards ceremony during its Oct. 5-8 Homecoming festivities.
Distinguished Alumni Awards, given annually to graduates who "have 
brought honor to the university, the state or the nation," will go to 
educator Helen Marie Carlson; broadcast journalist Reid Collins; 
geologist George Ericksen; physician Thomas (Pat) Hayes; and educator 
Joseph McDonald. Journalist Debra Lou McKinney will receive a Young 
Alumni Award.
The awards will be presented at the traditional Singing on the 
Steps ceremony at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 5, in front of Main Hall.
Helen Marie Carlson of San Bernardino, Calif., earned a bachelor's 
degree in English at UM in 1941 and master's degree in educational 
administration at California State University at Sacramento in 1967.
A nationally recognized expert on teaching the deaf, she was a 
Fulbright exchange teacher in Austria and trained teachers for two 
years in Liberia as a Peace Corps volunteer.
An active volunteer, Carlson has worked with the California 
Literacy Campaign, is a member of the board of directors of the 
Highland District Council on Aging, and was named Volunteer of the Year 
by the California Conservation Corps in 1987.




Reid Collins, who began his journalism career in Missoula, spent 
20 years as a CBS News correspondent and is now a Washington, D.C.,
anchor for CNN.
A native of Casper, Wyo., Collins lived in Great Falls and Butte
before attending UM, where he first studied pre-law and then English.
Collins' CBS career included covering political campaigns, 
conventions and elections for CBS News Radio and co-anchoring the radio 
network's 1980 and 1984 election night coverage. He also reported on 
manned space flights, from the Mercury series in the early 1960s to the 
recent space shuttle flights.
In 1977, his coverage of Egyptian President Anwar Sadat's historic 
trip to Israel won him the Overseas Press Club's Ben Grauer Award.
Other major foreign assignments included covering President Jimmy 
Carter's visits to Egypt and Israel, President Ronald Reagan's trip to 
China and Pope John Paul II's trips to Poland.
Among the specials Collins anchored and wrote for the CBS Radio 
Network were reports on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s funeral, the 
Vietnam Peace Agreement and President Richard Nixon's resignation. His 
coverage of President John Kennedy's funeral while a correspondent for 
WNEW-AM in New York was made into the record album "Four Years."
George Ericksen, an internationally recognized expert on South 
American geology, received a bachelor's degree in geology 
from UM in 1946 and later earned two graduate degrees in the field: a




A career employee with the U.S. Department of the Interior, 
Ericksen is based in Reston, Va.
He's a prolific writer, having published more than 100 articles 
and abstracts, mainly on South America's geology and mineral resources. 
He s also presented papers and given lectures at symposia throughout 
the world.
His work has often been recognized by the U.S. government, which 
has awarded him the U.S. Geological Survey Special Service Award and 
Department of the Interior Meritorious Service and Distinguished 
Service awards.
In 1983, Ericksen was decorated by the government of Chile as 
commander of the Order of Bernardo O'Higgins, the highest honor that 
nation can bestow on a foreign civilian national.
Missoula native Dr. Thomas (Pat) Haves, now a resident of 
Carlsbad, Calif., earned a bachelor's degree in chemistry in 1936 and 
master's degree in bacteriology in 1937 at UM. He then received a 
doctorate in bacteriology in 1941 from the University of Kansas and a 
medical degree from the University of Utah College of Medicine in 1949.
Now in private practice, he's also worked in the areas of 
teaching, research and administration.
A captain during World War II, Hayes later became director of the 
Department of Drugs of the American Medical Association; clinical 
associate on the faculty of the University of Illinois School of 
Medicine; and deputy chief of staff for education programs on the S.S. 
Hope hospital ship, based in Brazil.
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In the early 1970s, he began private practice in internal medicine 
in Carlsbad, Calif., where he specializes in geriatric care and is an 
advocate for the mentally ill and their families.
Joseph McDonald of Ronan, president of Salish Kootenai College in 
Pablo, received three degrees from UM: a bachelor's in education in
1958; a master's in health, physical education and recreation in 1985; 
and a doctorate in educational administration/supervision and 
curriculum/instruction in 1982. He also earned an associate degree in 
education at Western Montana College, now Western Montana College of 
the University of Montana, located in Dillon.
Born in St. Ignatius, McDonald has been president of the tribally 
established Salish Kootenai College since its creation in 1978. He's 
also taught at the elementary, high school and college levels; been a 
member of tribal councils; served as high school principal and 
assistant superintendent at Ronan School District 30; taught physical 
education and been a basketball coach at Northern Montana College in 
Havre; and participated in many community-service projects.
In Ronan, he created the first Native American studies program in 
Montana public schools, a program that's been the model for other 
Northwest schools. He also began the Culture Committees for the Salish 
Kootenai Indians, which promote, teach and preserve tribal culture.
McDonald's service to UM includes having been a member of the 
School of Education's doctoral degree committee and the advisory boards 
of Upward Bound and Special Services.
A Distinguished Young Alumni Award will go to Debra Lou McKinney,
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a feature writer for the Anchorage Daily News since 1985. A 1979 
graduate of UM's journalism school, she was a major contributor to MA 
People in Peril," the paper's 10-part series that won this year's 
Pulitzer Prize for public service. Her long list of awards for writing 
and editing includes five Alaska Press Club awards.
McKinney, a 1974 graduate of Missoula's Hellgate High School, was 
one of 24 students nationally to win a $1,000 scholarship from the 
American Newspaper Publishers Association for academic performance and 
professional promise. As a reporter and editor for the Montana Kaimin, 
she won a national William Randolph Hearst Award for excellence in news 
writing. She also worked part time for the Missoulian during college.
After graduating from UM, she worked at the Ravalli Republic in 
Hamilton and the Hillsboro Argus in Oregon before moving to Alaska.
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